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Goals for Today’s DAM Meeting

•Provide brief background & overview on 
the Pittsburgh Pedestrian Wayfinding 
Project in preparation of presenting at 
the May Art Commission & June HRC 
hearings

•Share timeline and next steps on the 
project



What’s the Pittsburgh Pedestrian Wayfinding 
System and why is it a current priority?
• The Pittsburgh Pedestrian Wayfinding Project will establish a first-of-it’s-kind 

pedestrian wayfinding system to support Pittsburgh’s unique geography, 
transportation infrastructure, and the flourishing communities of Oakland, 
Downtown, North Side, and the North Shore

• Pittsburgh Pedestrian Wayfinding System intended to prioritize pedestrians, be 
grounded in national and international best practices, establish a pedestrian 
wayfinding standard that can be replicated in other neighborhoods, and respond 
to the needs of a wide range of user groups

• A pedestrian wayfinding system can help to:
o Reduce confusion
o Help people feel more comfortable walking within and between neighborhoods to easily 

locate destinations and key landmarks
o Seamlessly locate mobility destinations, such as light rail stations and major ped/bike trails



Background Context
• Project officially launched in September 2013

• Established the Wayfinding Advisory Committee (WAC) which represents a 
range of neighborhood stakeholders including:

• City of Pittsburgh*
• Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
• Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership (PDP)
• Oakland Business Improvement District (OBID)
• Oakland Transportation Management Association (OTMA)
• Walk Ride Northside/Northside Cultural Collaborative
• Northside Chamber of Commerce
• University of Pittsburgh
• UPMC

• WAC raised over $700k for design and community engagement

• Awarded federal TAP grant of $1.4M for fabrication and construction in 
2017

• As of May 2021, fully funded on TIP

• Presented project design to Art Commission in September 2018 and 
received conceptual and final approval , but still need final approval on the 
locations



Pedestrian Wayfinding Asset Types

• Three asset types:
• Directionals (B-1)
• Trailblazer Directionals (B-2)
• Kiosks (C-1)





Kiosk
• Dye sublimation graphic 

on a powder coated 
composite panel

• Stainless steel galvanized 
panel base

• Galvanized steel frame on 
a foundation that sits 
below the frost line

Directional Signs & Poles
• Dye sublimation graphic 

on a powder coated 
aluminum plate

• Powder coated round 
galvanized steel signpost

• Bored concrete 
foundation that sits below 
the frost line







Map showing the proposed locations for all directional signs (B1, B2) and kiosks (C1) for 
the Pittsburgh Pedestrian Wayfinding System. Link to view interactive system map and site 
pictures via Google Map. The version reflected was originally delivered in May 2020. 



Proposed locations in North Shore/North Side



Proposed locations in the Central Business District



Proposed locations in Oakland



Timeline & Next Steps
• WSP submit 50% PS&E package to 

PennDOT by December 31, 2021 
(completed)

• Review/finalize location and 
messaging plans (in-progress)

• WSP submit full PS&E package to 
PennDOT by August 2022

• Advertise project to bid by fall 
2022

• Open bids by late fall 2022
• Begin fabrication and 

construction stages in spring 2023

Current Status
• Sign types
• Designs
• Proposed locations & quantities
• Messaging schedule
• Materials
• Cost estimate
• Fabrication & installation funding
In-Progress
• Fabrication/installation detailed specs
• Final sign locations & quantities
• Kiosk maps
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