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PITTSBURGH DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP REIMAGINES 
STREET SPACES TO ALLOW OUTDOOR DINING 

  
• Roadway Recongfiguration implemented at 6th Street  

Between Ft. Duquesne Blvd and Liberty Avenue  
• Outdoor Dining Space Offers Expanded Seating Options  

For Safe Reopening of Downtown Restaurants  
• Funding made possible through the generous support of the  

Richard King Mellon Foundation and PNC Bank 
 
 
June 22, 2020 – The Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership today announced plans to reimagine Downtown streets to 
allow restaurants and bars to expand their outdoor dining opportunities in various locations throughout the Golden 
Triangle. The reconfiguration will allow businesses to more effectively adhere to safety requirements, occupancy 
restrictions, and best practices to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Initial priority locations are at 6th Street from Liberty Avenue to Fort Duquesne Boulevard, Strawberry Way between 
Smithfield St. and Grant Street, Penn Avenue between 9th St. and 10th St., and Market Square, which collectively will 
impact 72 restaurants and other nearby businesses. The outdoor spaces are expected to be fully activated by early July. 
 
“These small businesses represent the life blood of our vibrant Downtown, so we are reinventing our street spaces to 
create outdoor dining experiences that allow restaurants further opportunities to reopen safely while delivering unique 
destinations in the heart of our City,” said Jeremy Waldrup, President and CEO of the PDP. “These inviting spaces will 
continue to evolve over the next few weeks as we introduce public art and live music.”   
 
David Priselac, owner of Market Street Grocery and Emerson’s, said that these moves are vital to sustaining their 
business and eventual return to normal operation. “In the evolving situation we find ourselves, these kinds of solutions 
provide opportunities for us to serve our customers while prioritizing their health and safety. We know customers  
feel much more comfortable and enjoy being in outdoor spaces right now, so we’re excited to have the room to make 
that happen.” 
 
The street modifications are a result of the collaborative efforts by the PDP, the Mayor’s Office, and the Department of 
Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI), Pittsburgh Public Safety, as well as local engineering firms Michael Baker, Traffic 
Planning and Design, the Port Authority, and Parking Authority. The redesign required extensive conversation and 
collaboration with stakeholders who live, work, visit, and study in Downtown to understand and accommodate their 
ongoing needs while also reconfiguring the roadway.  
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The Richard King Mellon Foundation provided a grant to help fund the project, through its COVID-19 Economic Impact 
and Recovery initiative. The Foundation has been a longtime champion of Downtown economic development, awarding 
181 grants to Downtown projects over the last 20 years, totaling $85 million. Said Sam Reiman, Director of the Richard 
King Mellon Foundation: “This project is a wonderful example of the meaningful work that can be done when the private 
and public sectors work quickly together to make a difference. We salute the Downtown Partnership team for leading 
the effort and we are pleased to provide quick funding to help. Downtown economic development is important to the 
entire region.” 
 
Additional funding and consultation in support of the Downtown recovery process and initiatives such as the street 
reconfiguration project was generously provided by PNC Bank. Lou Cestello, PNC’s head of regional markets and 
regional president of Pittsburgh, reiterated the commitment to support reactivation efforts, stating that, “PNC is proud 
to call Downtown Pittsburgh home, and we know many of our neighboring small businesses and restaurants are hurting 
right now. We hope that our support of the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership’s efforts will help to reinvigorate the 
vibrant Downtown dining and entertainment scene we’ve grown accustomed to, while at the same time, keeping patrons 
safe and healthy.” 
  
The reconfigured street spaces are expected to remain a fixture until mid to late October and will require adjustments 
to pavement markings and signage while providing the appropriate barricades, ADA accomodations, and seating options 
to ensure a safe and well-maintained experience for both businesses and customers. The PDP also anticipates expanding 
this effort to other locations Downtown throughout the summer.   
 
About the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership  
Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership (PDP) is a dynamic, nonprofit organization comprised of business and community leaders, property owners, 
civic organizations, foundations and residents who provide energy, vision and advocacy for Downtown Pittsburgh. Working collaboratively with  
its partners, the PDP strives to create a positive Downtown experience for residents, workers and visitors alike. The PDP’s strategic initiatives 
include clean and safe services, transportation, and economic development and advocacy. For more information, visit 
www.DowntownPittsburgh.com, follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/downtownpitt and “like” us on Facebook.   
 
About the Richard King Mellon Foundation 
Founded in 1947, the Richard King Mellon Foundation is the largest foundation in southwestern Pennsylvania. The Foundation’s 2019 
endowment was $2.7 billion and its Trustees in 2019 awarded 172 grants totaling $129 million, focused on the Foundation’s strategic 
priorities: Education, human services, economic development, and environmental conservation. 
 
About PNC Bank  
PNC Bank, National Association, is a member of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: PNC). PNC is one of the largest diversified 
financial services institutions in the United States, organized around its customers and communities for strong relationships and local delivery  
of retail and business banking including a full range of lending products; specialized services for corporations and government entities, including 
corporate banking, real estate finance and asset-based lending; wealth management and asset management. For information about PNC, visit 
www.pnc.com. 
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